
Saluting Fred VanLaningham …
In 1942, at only 17, Fred VanLaningham saw a poster of a U.S. Naval
officer hanging at his home town post office in Mattoon, Ill. That
poster, he says, changed his life. While still in high school and after
his parents knew he would still get his diploma, Fred volunteered
to join the Navy. 

Over the course of the next four years, he received training in a
number of areas like aviation, radar operations, aerial photogra-
phy and rocket training. He served onboard escort carriers, trans-
porting fighter planes and torpedo bombers, throughout the south
Pacific. He also worked as a aerial gunnery instructor in Florida.
After his active service ended in 1946, Fred volunteered to serve
another four years in the Naval Reserves. 

When his military service ended, Fred worked as a mechanical
engineer for Union Carbide for 30 years. He and his wife of 63
years, Bernice, moved to Forsyth County eight  years ago. They
have two daughters, four grandchildren and five great grandchil-
dren. 

For his willingness to serve his country during World War II and
after, we salute Fred VanLaningham as a true...

“Hometown Hero.”

2555 Peachtree Parkway • Cumming, GA 30041
770.887.9220 • www.patriotbankga.com

Know a “Hometown Hero?” Call for details or 
visit our website for a nomination form.
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